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TREBlE ME THIS
BY guY nICHOllS

Film Review

Harmonizing Chaos!

“In Treble Me This,” Guy Nicholls skillfully directs a captivating 
murder mystery that unfolds across three separate crime 
scenes.

Through the intricate narrative tapestry he weaves, Nicholls 
showcases his directorial prowess, engaging the audience 
from the very beginning.

In his sixth short film, Nicholls demonstrates his ability to 
maintain intrigue and suspense throughout. The first act, in 
particular, stands out as exceptionally intriguing, drawing 
viewers into a web of mystery that promises a unique 
cinematic experience.

The brilliance of the screenplay lies in its power to connect 
seemingly related small stories. Nicholls skillfully unveils 
the interwoven threads, revealing subtle connections that 
bind the characters and events together. This technique 
adds depth to the narrative, leaving the audience guessing 
and engaged.
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The history of film cameras has been a captivating 
journey spanning over a century, marked by significant 
technological advancements that have revolutionized 
the way stories are told on the silver screen. This article 
delves into the fascinating evolution of movie cameras, 
tracing their journey from the early days of celluloid to the 
cutting-edge digital technologies shaping the cinematic 
landscape today.

During the silent era, movie cameras were hand-cranked 
and captured images on celluloid film. Iconic cameras 
like the Mitchell and Bell & Howell became synonymous 
with the classic black-and-white films of the time. The 
lack of synchronized sound during this period meant that 
the visual storytelling prowess of these cameras took 
center stage.

As the film industry progressed, the introduction of 
Technicolor in the 1930s brought a splash of vibrant 
colors to the silver screen. Movie cameras adapted to 
accommodate the new demands, with the Technicolor 
three-strip process becoming the industry standard. 
Cameras like the Mitchell BNC and the Arriflex 35 
revolutionized cinematography during the golden age of 
Hollywood, capturing the magic of iconic films like “Gone 
with the Wind” and “The Wizard of Oz.”

The latter part of the 20th century saw a significant shift 
in the way movies were shot with the advent of digital 
technology. The transition from traditional film to digital 
formats opened up new possibilities for filmmakers. 
Cameras like the Sony CineAlta series and the RED ONE 
camera were at the forefront of this revolution, offering 
higher resolution and flexibility in post-production.

The 21st century witnessed a surge in the adoption 
of high-definition (HD) and 4K resolution, providing 
filmmakers with sharper and more detailed images. 
Cameras like the ARRI Alexa and RED Epic became 
staples in the industry, setting new standards for 
image quality. The transition to digital cinema

cameras allowed for greater creative control, 
enabling directors to achieve their artistic visions 
with unprecedented precision.

In the present day, movie cameras have evolved to include 
advanced features such as high dynamic range (HDR), 
high frame rates, and improved low-light capabilities. 
The ARRI Alexa LF and RED Komodo 6K are examples 
of cameras that combine cutting-edge technology with 
ergonomic design, catering to the diverse needs of 
filmmakers. The rise of virtual production techniques and 
augmented reality further showcases the adaptability of 
modern movie cameras in creating immersive cinematic 
experiences.

The evolution of movie cameras reflects the dynamic 
nature of the film industry, where technology continually 
pushes the boundaries of creative expression. From the 
humble beginnings of hand-cranked celluloid cameras to 
the sophisticated digital systems of today, each era has 
contributed to the rich tapestry of cinematic history. As 
we stand on the cusp of new technological frontiers, the 
journey of movie cameras continues, promising even more 
exciting developments in the art and craft of filmmaking.

The synergy between the cast members is a notable 
strength of the film. The ensemble’s performance allows 
viewers to immerse themselves in the story’s mood and 
appreciate the nuances of each character. Christian 
Dapp’s portrayal of “Frank Winters” is outstanding, 
capturing the mysterious nature of the character with 
his calm and non-talkative demeanor. Lennon Widdows 
also skillfully handles the role of Bill, adding layers to the 
unfolding mystery.

The color palette employed in “Treble Me This” evokes 
elements of the classical thriller “Reservoir Dogs,” 
creating a mood that complements Nicholls’ signature 
style.

The visual elements enhance the overall atmosphere of 

The film’s music composer and sound designer, Tom Jeeves, takes a bold approach to the audio track, using minimal 
music to allow moments of calmness to heighten the thrilling mood. The introduction of a controversial light music 
track at the beginning of the first act adds an out-of-the-box element to the audio experience, creating a unique and 
memorable impact.

“Meticulously crafted” is an apt descriptor for “Treble Me This.” The film offers a fresh perspective on the thriller 
genre, combining a compelling storyline, strong performances, and innovative audio-visual elements. Guy Nicholls’ 
ability to harmonize disparate elements into a cohesive and captivating narrative sets “Treble Me This” apart in the 
realm of short films, leaving audiences eagerly anticipating Nicholls’ future projects.

K.Araman
Monthly Indie Shorts

The hisTory of Movie CaMeras
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The hisTory of Movie CaMeras
The mosT iconic cinema cameRas oF all Time

Bell & Howell 2709 
Standard 35MM
This camera standardized the film size, 
unifying the motion picture industry

Bolex H16
A popular and influential camera in 
the history of cinema

Super Panavision 70
Ultra Panavision 70 
Systems
These systems revolutionized the 
aspect ratio and visual storytelling 
in cinema

These cameRas have signiFicanTly These cameRas have signiFicanTly 
impacTed The aRT and cRaFT oF impacTed The aRT and cRaFT oF 
Filmmaking, shaping The cinemaTic Filmmaking, shaping The cinemaTic 
hisToRy and pushing The boundaRies hisToRy and pushing The boundaRies 
oF cReaTive expRession.oF cReaTive expRession.
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dWEllER OF THE TWIlIgHT VOId                                           BY PETER dORn RAVlIn

Film Review

The horror short film “Dweller Of The Twilight Void,” directed by 
Peter Dorn Ravlin, is an enthralling blend of suspense, mystery, and 
supernatural elements. In just twelve minutes, the film captures the 
audience’s attention with its meticulously crafted pacing and the 
eerie atmosphere established in the opening scene.

Through the use of cuts, inner voiceovers, and the introduction 
of creepy figures, the film immediately immerses viewers in an 
unsettling ambiance. This effectively sets it apart from typical 
horror films and creates a sense of anticipation from the very 
beginning.

One of the standout features of “Dweller Of The Twilight Void” is 
Ravlin’s adept handling of two contrasting moods throughout 
the film. The initial scenes present a seemingly ordinary setting 
with high-key lighting and normal dialogue, but as the narrative 
progresses, there is a seamless transition to low-key, dim lighting 
and creepy shots that evoke a sense of dread. This deliberate 
contrast enhances the overall flow of the story and provides a 
dynamic experience for the audience.

The synergy between the cast members is a notable 
strength of the film. The ensemble’s performance allows 
viewers to immerse themselves in the story’s mood and 
appreciate the nuances of each character. Christian 
Dapp’s portrayal of “Frank Winters” is outstanding, 
capturing the mysterious nature of the character with 
his calm and non-talkative demeanor. Lennon Widdows 
also skillfully handles the role of Bill, adding layers to the 
unfolding mystery.

Through the use of cuts, inner voiceovers, and the 
introduction of creepy figures, the film immediately 
immerses viewers in an unsettling ambiance. This 
effectively sets it apart from typical horror films and 
creates a sense of anticipation from the very beginning.

One of the standout features of “Dweller Of The Twilight 
Void” is Ravlin’s adept handling of two contrasting 
moods throughout the film. The initial scenes present 
a seemingly ordinary setting with high-key lighting and 

The film’s music composer and sound designer, Tom 
Jeeves, takes a bold approach to the audio track, using 
minimal music to allow moments of calmness to heighten 
the thrilling mood. The introduction of a controversial 
light music track at the beginning of the first act adds an 
out-of-the-box element to the audio experience, creating 
a unique and memorable impact.

Through the use of cuts, inner voiceovers, and the 
introduction of creepy figures, the film immediately 
immerses viewers in an unsettling ambiance. This 
effectively sets it apart from typical horror films and 
creates a sense of anticipation from the very beginning.

One of the standout features of “Dweller Of The Twilight 
Void” is Ravlin’s adept handling of two contrasting 
moods throughout the film. The initial scenes present 
a seemingly ordinary setting with high-key lighting and 
normal dialogue, but as the narrative progresses, there is 
a seamless transition to low-key, dim lighting and creepy 
shots that evoke a sense of dread. This deliberate contrast 
enhances the overall flow of the story and provides a 
dynamic experience for the audience.

What sets this film apart from others in the horror genre is its ability to generate fear without relying on traditional scare 
tactics. Rather than depending on jump scares or overt horror elements, Ravlin builds tension through atmosphere, 
mystery, and the unknown. This departure from conventional horror tropes adds sophistication and uniqueness to the 
film.

The script of “Dweller Of The Twilight Void” adds another layer of complexity to the viewing experience. With its 
unpredictable storyline, the film keeps the audience on the edge of their seats. The mystery surrounding the wanted 
man and the impending evil entity adds depth to the narrative, leaving the audience guessing and contributing to the 
overall intrigue of the film.

In conclusion, “Dweller Of The Twilight Void” is an impressive horror short film that expertly combines effective pacing, 
contrasting moods, and an unpredictable script. By deviating from conventional horror tropes, Ravlin has created a 
cinematic experience that challenges the audience’s expectations. The film’s ability to generate fear without relying on 
typical scare tactics showcases the director’s mastery in crafting a suspenseful and engaging horror narrative within 
the constraints of a short film.

P.Flot
Monthly Indie Shorts
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 soundtracks 
 that Became cuLturaL Phenomena

In the vast realm of cinematic artistry, few elements hold 
the power to transcend the confines of the screen and 
captivate audiences on a profound level like a memorable 
soundtrack.

Some soundtracks are not merely musical 
accompaniments to a film; they become cultural 
phenomena, leaving an indelible mark on society. In this 
exploration, we journey through the annals of film history 
to uncover the iconic soundtracks that have permeated 
popular culture, shaping the collective memory of 
generations.

One such soundtrack that stands as a testament to the 
enduring power of film music is “Purple Rain” (1984). 
Prince’s magnum opus not only served as the soundtrack 
to the film of the same name but also catapulted the 
enigmatic artist into international stardom. The album’s 
fusion of rock, pop, and funk, coupled with Prince’s 
flamboyant stage presence, resonated with a diverse 
audience, transcending racial and cultural boundaries. 
“Purple Rain” became more than just a soundtrack; it 
became a symbol of artistic innovation and a cultural 
touchstone of the 1980s.
Fast forward to the 1990s, and a different kind of cultural phenomenon 
emerged with the soundtrack of “The Bodyguard” (1992). Whitney 
Houston’s powerhouse vocals on songs like “I Will Always Love You” not 
only dominated the charts but became anthems of love and heartbreak. 
The album’s unprecedented success showcased the symbiotic relationship 
between film and music, with the soundtrack driving the narrative and the 
narrative amplifying the emotional impact of the music.

In the realm of animated films, Disney’s “The Lion King” (1994) holds a 
special place in the hearts of audiences worldwide. The film’s soundtrack, 
featuring Elton John’s “Circle of Life” and “Can You Feel the Love Tonight,” 
became synonymous with the magical world of Pride Rock. Beyond the film, these songs became cultural staples, 
played at weddings, graduations, and other life milestones. “The Lion King” soundtrack not only elevated the film but 
also embedded itself in the cultural fabric, weaving a musical legacy that endures.



MONTHLY INDIE SHORTS MAGAZINEWWW.MONTHLYINDIESHORTS.COM

12 13

 soundtracks 
 that Became cuLturaL Phenomena

Shifting to the 21st century, “Guardians of the Galaxy” (2014) disrupted traditional notions of film soundtracks. Director 
James Gunn curated a mixtape of ‘70s and ‘80s hits, turning them into a character within the film. Songs like “Hooked 
on a Feeling” and “Come and Get Your Love” not only enhanced the narrative but also introduced a new generation to 
classic rock hits. The “Awesome Mix Vol. 1” soundtrack reached number one on the US Billboard 200 chart, proving 
that a well-curated soundtrack could reintroduce timeless tunes to contemporary audiences.

Beyond these examples, the influence of culturally impactful soundtracks extends across genres and themes. From 
the synth-heavy beats of “Tron: Legacy” (2010) to the hip-hop resonance of “8 Mile” (2002), each soundtrack tells a 
story beyond the confines of the film, leaving an enduring imprint on popular culture.

What is it about these soundtracks that transforms them into cultural phenomena? Perhaps it’s the ability of music 
to evoke emotions, triggering nostalgia or inspiring a collective sense of identity. The marriage of visuals and music, 
when executed flawlessly, has the power to create an immersive experience that resonates long after the credits roll.

In conclusion, the soundtracks that become cultural phenomena are not mere background noise; they are integral 
to the narrative of our lives. Through the magic of film and the transformative power of music, these soundtracks 
transcend their cinematic origins, becoming timeless pieces of cultural heritage that connect generations and echo 
through the corridors of time.

FAdE In: TO MuRdER                         
BY dEClAn SMITH

Film Review

Directed by Declan Smith, “Fade in: to Murder” unfolds 
as a captivating short film, thrusting viewers into the 
intriguing chaos of a film festival turned crime scene. 
The synopsis teases a fortuitous murder, and our guide 
through this unexpected turn of events is the method 
actor Grace Goodman, tasked with unraveling the enigma 
that shrouds the festival.

Smith and co-writer Tom Mead  infuses “Fade in: to 
Murder” with a delightful layer of comedy, employing a 
clever blend of background jokes and funny dialogue.

Mead’s adeptness at crafting humor enhances the overall 
viewing experience, bringing an additional element of 
entertainment to the narrative.

One of the standout elements of “Fade in: to Murder” lies 
in its deliberate choice to employ blocking techniques 
reminiscent of a stage performance. This decision 
introduces a unique dimension to the film, creating a 
seamless transition between scenes. As actors exit the 
frame and one scene concludes, the entrance of another 
actress marks the commencement of a new scene, 
contributing significantly to the overall mood and pacing.

The film’s visual composition is a testament to the filmmaker’s dexterity, as the combination of fast camera movements 
and tranquil shots proves to be a source of satisfaction for the audience. This dynamic interplay between swift and 
calm sequences engenders a visually engaging experience, ensuring that viewers remain captivated and intrigued 
throughout the unfolding narrative.

The film’s visual composition is a testament to the filmmaker’s dexterity, as the combination of fast camera movements 
and tranquil shots proves to be a source of satisfaction for the audience. This dynamic interplay between swift and 
calm sequences engenders a visually engaging experience, ensuring that viewers remain captivated and intrigued 
throughout the unfolding narrative.
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A noteworthy artistic choice made by the filmmaker is the utilization of the high key lighting technique, strategically 
employed to emulate the ambiance of stage lighting. This not only enhances the atmospheric quality of the film but 
also underscores the influence of theatrical elements on the storytelling, providing an additional layer of depth to the 
visuals.

 In terms of performances, the cast ensemble delivers peculiar and mysterious portrayals that effectively mirror the 
pacing of the movie. Sherice Banton and Simon Crudgington particularly stand out for their exceptional portrayal of 
frozen characters, injecting a sense of tension and intrigue that propels the storyline forward. Their contributions 
serve as a pivotal force in maintaining the smooth flow of storytelling, devoid of any distracting diversions.

Adding another layer of uniqueness to “Fade in: to Murder” is the exceptional music scoring by composer Vaughn 
Teufel. The music seamlessly integrates with the story’s ebb and flow, offering a layer of calm, light, and harmony 
without overpowering the narrative. Teufel’s nuanced approach to scoring contributes to the overall cinematic 
experience, enhancing the emotional resonance of the film without overshadowing the unfolding events.

In conclusion, “Fade in: to Murder” stands as a commendable short film that masterfully combines stage-like blocking 
techniques, dynamic camera work, and strategic lighting choices. The cast’s mysterious and peculiar performances, 
particularly by Sherice Banton and Simon Crudgington, contribute significantly to the film’s overall impact. The smooth 
storytelling flow, devoid of any deviations, and the exceptional music scoring by Vaughn Teufel further elevate this 
short film into a compelling and unique contribution to the genre.

K.Araman

Monthly Indie Shorts

Spotlight

Tamas Levardi
i n T e R v i e w

I’m a visual storyteller currently based in the UK. From 
a young age, my passion for creating visuals has taken 
various forms, starting from drawing and evolving into the 
world of photography. Graduating as a graphic designer, 
I continued to explore my love for capturing moments 
through the lens.

Journey into Filmmaking:

Cinematography is not just a craft; it’s a language for me 
to tell compelling stories. With a background in graphic 
design, my transition into cinematography has been a 
natural progression, allowing me to blend the visual and 
narrative elements seamlessly. Handling everything from 
cinematography and editing to grading is part of my 
creative process.

As I continue to explore the intersection of creativity 
and narrative, my goal is to craft stories that resonate 
with audiences, utilizing my diverse background and 
experiences to bring a unique perspective to the world of 
filmmaking.



Hello Tamas and Thank you for granting us this interview

[MIS]  Can you share some early influences or experiences that sparked your interest in filmmaking? What motivated you 
to pursue a career in this field?

[Tamas]  My father was an early influence. He introduced me to film through his expansive movie collection and 
eclectic tastes. As a computer engineer, he also exposed me to creative software that let me develop a knack for 
rapidly learning new digital tools – key for modern filmmaking. Most of all, he encouraged my curiosities. His guidance 
nurtured passions that drove me toward the film medium. In many ways, my father himself inspired me more than 
anything else.

[MIS] Take us through your filmmaking journey. From your first project to where you are now, what have been the key 
milestones and challenges in your career?

[Tamas]   After a couple of years working commercially, I felt an urge to make films. So three years ago, I bought 
equipment and made music videos to prepare for narratives. We’ve done three that won 18 small awards – they were 
the perfect platform for my first narrative short, Foretoken – Omen of the Outsiders. 

[MIS] Tell us about the inspiration behind “Foretoken – Omen of the Outsiders” and what drove you to embark on a 1,400-
mile journey across the UK for its production? 

[Tamas]  Actually, the inspiration came from graphic novels – how they fit epic tales into limited pages. That made me 
realize we could craft an ambitious story within a short film by using nature as our set. I wanted to build an immersive, 
expansive world around the characters. So finding stunning UK locations to shoot was essential. Rather than sets, 
landscapes became integral to complement the narrative and cast. We just had to find, venture out and capture the 
right scenic backdrops.

Hello Tamas and Thank you for granting us this interview

[MIS]  Can you share some early influences or experiences that sparked your interest in filmmaking? What motivated you 
to pursue a career in this field?

[Tamas]  My father was an early influence. He introduced me to film through his expansive movie collection and 
eclectic tastes. As a computer engineer, he also exposed me to creative software that let me develop a knack for 
rapidly learning new digital tools – key for modern filmmaking. Most of all, he encouraged my curiosities. His guidance 
nurtured passions that drove me toward the film medium. In many ways, my father himself inspired me more than 
anything else.

[MIS] Take us through your filmmaking journey. From your first project to where you are now, what have been the key 
milestones and challenges in your career?

[Tamas]   After a couple of years working commercially, I felt an urge to make films. So three years ago, I bought 
equipment and made music videos to prepare for narratives. We’ve done three that won 18 small awards – they 
were the perfect platform for my first narrative short, 
Foretoken – Omen of the Outsiders. 

[MIS] Every filmmaker faces challenges. Can you share 
a particular challenge you’ve encountered in your career 
and how you overcame it? What did you learn from that 
experience?

[Tamas]  I see film producing as running a business. 
Despite no business background, I learned from a talented 
entrepreneur. Making a movie and managing a company 
both mean solving endless problems – facing challenges, 
lowering risks, finding solutions from start to finish. That 
exposure let me adopt business principles for tackling 
production hurdles from development and filming to post 
and distribution.

[MIS] Were there any specific influences, artistic or 
otherwise, that played a significant role in shaping the 
narrative and visual style of “Foretoken – Omen of the 
Outsiders”?

[Tamas]  We almost exclusively used natural lights, not 
even using bouncers.  The only time we used some lights 
were the night scenes, but even there the actual real fire 
worked as our key light. To achieve the night time look we 
specifically shoot scenes at blue hour, which is a 20 min 
long time-window after sunset, and we have been running  
extensive tests to be ready for that unique lighting conditions months before shooting.

To approach these challenges I first studied  movies where they leaned on natural lights a lot, from Barry Lyndon 
through The Revenant,  Children Of Men, Days Of Heaven. The list of films that rely heavily on natural light is extensive 
and also includes movies like The Tree of Life.
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In the grading process, I aimed to achieve a vibrant, 
historical look that preserved the stunning natural colors. 
Initially, I recreated the tonal quality of AGFA XT 125 
negative film stock paired with a desaturated KODAK 
print stock. This provided a rich, analog base. Later on, I 
modified that baseline look by subtracting certain hues. 
The resulting sickly, yellowish palette helps represent 
themes of cowardice and betrayal. 

[MIS] Carrying all your equipment on a 1,400-mile journey 
sounds like a tremendous undertaking. Can you share some 
of the challenges you encountered during this process and 
how you overcame them?

[Tamas]  The entire cast and crew pitched in to haul gear 
up mountains. Using real armor  and weapons  added 
weight and difficulty . Our assistant and I were the main 
lifters, lugging heavy cases on backs and trolleys. It 
was grueling work and I have to admit we both neared 
exhaustion at times. Shooting after trekking to remote 
spots was incredibly challenging. The changing weather 
kept us exposed. But overcoming the demands together 
bonded our team and strengthened resolve. Our ambition 
pushed limits but the shared quest fueled the film’s gritty 
realism. 

[MIS] Looking ahead, what are your aspirations for the 
future of your filmmaking career? Are there specific genres, 
themes, or collaborations you hope to explore in upcoming 
projects?

[Tamas]  I’m currently writing a feature film script. Once 
the screenplay is finished and viable for production, I aim 
to move forward and bring this feature alive.

[MIS] What advice would you give to aspiring Filmmakers 
who are trying to make their mark in the film industry?

[Tamas]  Since Foretoken marks my first narrative short, I 
don’t feel qualified to give out filmmaking advice. But if I 
had one tip to share: close down your aperture!

[MIS] Any final thoughts at the end of this interview?

[Tamas]  In closing, thanks to the Monthly Indie Shorts 
team for highlighting our film and for this interview 
opportunity. We sincerely appreciate it! 

waLL-e
 a visionary taLe of tomorrow

Pixar’s animated masterpiece, “WALL-E,” not only 
captivated audiences with its heartwarming story 
but also offered a thought-provoking glimpse 
into a possible future. Released in 2008, the 
film envisioned a world where consumerism and 
environmental neglect had reached catastrophic 
levels, leaving Earth abandoned and desolate. As 
we reflect on the movie’s predictions about the 
future, it becomes clear that “WALL-E” serves as 
a cautionary tale and a poignant commentary on 
the consequences of unchecked human behavior 

At the heart of “WALL-E” lies a powerful message 
about environmental stewardship. The film 
depicts a future Earth buried under mountains of 
waste, abandoned by humanity after becoming 
uninhabitable. As we witness the consequences 
of rampant consumerism and a throwaway 
culture, the film encourages viewers to consider 
the impact of their choices on the environment. 
Nearly two decades after its release, “WALL-E” 
remains a timely reminder of the importance 
of sustainable living and responsible resource 
management.
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The movie’s portrayal of humanity’s overreliance on technology and the consequences of unchecked 
consumerism has only become more relevant with time. In “WALL-E,” humans live on the spaceship 
Axiom, isolated from the environmental destruction they caused on Earth. Their lives are dominated 
by screens, holograms, and automated systems, reflecting a society detached from nature and 
real human connections. As we navigate an increasingly digitized and automated world, the film’s 
cautionary narrative prompts us to reflect on the potential consequences of losing touch with our 
natural surroundings and the essence of genuine human interaction.

Interestingly, “WALL-E” also touched on the issue of obesity and sedentary lifestyles. The film portrayed 
a future where humans aboard the Axiom had become overly reliant on hoverchairs, losing the need 
for physical movement. This prediction, sadly, echoes some contemporary concerns about the rise of 
sedentary behaviors and unhealthy lifestyles, particularly in developed nations. The film serves as a 
reminder of the importance of staying physically active and maintaining a healthy balance between 
technology and physical well-being.

Moreover, “WALL-E” predicted a world where corporations play a significant role in shaping society. 
The Buy ‘N’ Large (BnL) corporation, depicted as a mega-corporation controlling every aspect of 
life, reflected concerns about the growing influence of large corporations in our daily lives. As we 
witness the consolidation of power by tech giants and conglomerates, the film’s portrayal of BnL 
raises questions about the potential consequences of corporate dominance on our collective future.

Despite its dystopian setting, “WALL-E” ultimately carries a message of hope and redemption. 
Through the character of WALL-E, a small waste-collecting robot with a big heart, the film suggests 
that positive change is possible through individual actions. The film encourages viewers to be mindful 
of their impact on the environment, fostering a sense of responsibility for the well-being of the planet.

“WALL-E” stands as a visionary tale that transcends its animated roots to deliver a powerful 
commentary on the potential future consequences of environmental neglect, unchecked consumerism, 
and the overreliance on technology. As we navigate the challenges of the present and future, the film 
serves as a compelling reminder to take proactive steps toward a more sustainable, interconnected, 
and humane world.

FORETOkEn - OMEn OF THE OuTSIdERS                         
BY TAMAS lEVARdI

Film Review

“Foretoken - Omen of the Outsiders,” directed by 
Tamas Levardi, is a remarkable short film that takes 
viewers on a captivating journey through an epic 
landscape, showcasing Levardi’s exceptional abilities in 
cinematography, storytelling, and orchestration. 

From its incredible opening to its breathtaking visuals, 
this film immerses the audience in a world of wonder and 
tragedy, leaving a lasting impression.

The film begins with a mesmerizing sequence of calm 
landscapes, captured through long-duration shots that 
are executed with masterful precision. These shots set 
the tone for an immersive cinematic experience, enticing 
viewers to delve into the intricate narrative that unfolds. 

Levardi’s direction immediately establishes an epic 
atmosphere, drawing the audience into the story. The 
serene green landscapes become a canvas for the tragic 
tale that follows, introducing the central characters: Enna, 
her brother Aedh, and their father.

The sudden demise of the father creates a poignant 
moment within the film, perfectly portrayed by the actors. 
Maya Katherine, in particular, convincingly brings forth 
the distress and emotional turmoil that Enna experiences. 
The strength of the performances enhances the impact of 
the story, resonating with the audience on a deep level

The cinematography, under the guidance of Director of Photography Levardi, showcases a meticulous selection of 
lens quality. This choice maximizes the potential for creating visuals that resemble carefully crafted paintings. 

The attention to detail evident in every aspect of the film’s art direction contributes to its polished look, giving the 
impression of a production with a much larger budget
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The synergy between the cast members is a notable 
strength of the film. The ensemble’s performance allows 
viewers to immerse themselves in the story’s mood and 
appreciate the nuances of each character. Christian 
Dapp’s portrayal of “Frank Winters” is outstanding, 
capturing the mysterious nature of the character with 
his calm and non-talkative demeanor. Lennon Widdows 
also skillfully handles the role of Bill, adding layers to the 

I arguably say that one of the film’s notable strengths lies in its brilliant shot list, which predominantly features static 
shots. The absence of trending movements or rigs displays the maturity and directorial power of Tamas Levardi. 

These static shots effectively convey the emotional nuances and conflicts between the characters, intensifying the 
anticipation among the audience. 

Additionally, the lighting design plays a crucial role in enhancing the film’s atmosphere, particularly during the night 
scenes. The strategic use of cold and warm lights effectively conveys the contrasting themes of death and hope, 
providing subtle hints about the events to come. This thoughtful lighting design adds another layer of depth to the 
visual narrative, showcasing the director’s commitment to visual storytelling.

The musical score, composed by Michael Masin, elevates the film to another level. 

The orchestral mood and beautiful vocals, especially in the final scene, add emotional depth and resonance to the 
storytelling. Masin’s contribution is integral in creating a memorable and immersive experience for the audience and 
leaving a lasting impression.

In conclusion, “Foretoken - Omen of the Outsiders” stands as a testament to the incredible achievements that skilled 
filmmakers can accomplish even with limited budgets. The film seamlessly weaves together a compelling script, 
strong performances, outstanding cinematography, and a captivating musical score. Tamas Levardi’s directorial 
finesse shines through, delivering an epic short film that resonates with its audience, leaving them in awe of its 
storytelling prowess.
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